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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 16180 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BQG, EAIR 

SUBJECT: GDR REFUSES LUFTHANSA OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS FOR 
BERLIN STOP 

REF: BONN 13235 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . ERNST STERN, MINISTERIALDIRIGENT TO CHANCELLERY, HAS 
INFORMED US THAT THE GDR HAS RESPONDED TO THE FRG RE- 
QUEST FOR GDR OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS WHICH WOULD PERMIT 
LUFTHANSA TO LAND AT BERLIN BY SAYING THAT THE PRECONDI- 
TIONS FOR SUCH RIGHTS DO NOT NOW EXIST. INSTEAD, THE 

GDR OFFERED LUFTHANSA OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS WITH LANDING 
RIGHTS AT SCHOENEFELD ON THE FRANKFURT-MOSCOW ROUTE. 

2. STERN SAID THAT IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE SOVIETS 

HAD BEEN CONSULTED BY THE GDR ON THIS MATTER AND THAT 
THE GDR IS NOT A FREE AGENT IN MATTERS OF THIS TYPE. 

WHEN ASKED WHAT THE FRG NEXT WANTS TO DO, HE SAID THAT 
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THERE WAS NOTHING MORE TO DO REGARDING LUFTHANSA AT 
THE PRESENT TIME. 
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